
Single Concept 
Teacher 

instructs , 
determines 
content ; 

single skills, 
 or concepts  

Integrated 
Concepts 
Teacher 
instructs, 

determines 
content , 

integrates skills 
and content  

Units 
Teacher 
instructs, 

determines 
content; unified 
exploration of 
several content 

areas on a narrow 
topic 

Thematic Teaching  
Teacher instructs, 

determines content;  
or child initiated, 

 learning experiences  
integrated over a  broad 

topic 

Teacher Directed 
Inquiry  

Thematic approach 
with teacher directing 
and planning in-depth 

research and 
exploration by 

children 

Projects  
In-depth investigation ; 
may be child or teacher 

initiated, research focused 
on finding answers to 

student questions, 
direction follows 
children’s interest  

Less child initiation and 
decision making  

More child initiation and 
decision making  

Figures 1.1. Degree of child initiation and decision making in different approaches to teaching 
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